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Dear Sir,
As Chairman of Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to express the deep concern of the business community about the possible introduction of On Street Pay & Display meters in Kingsbridge.  Two committee members of the Chamber attended a meeting on 10th February with representatives of Devon County Council Highways Dept, organized by Kingsbridge Town Council, to make their feelings known and were advised that the Chamber should write to lodge its concerns.

We understand from Council Minutes, Town Council Meetings and a recent Council workshop that the reasons given for this proposal are:

· firstly, to increase the turnover of vehicles parking on Fore Street, currently at no charge and a maximum stay of 1 hour and 
· secondly, to solve the problem of difficulty in enforcing the existing limited parking restrictions
We believe that slow turnover of vehicles is not a problem in Kingsbridge.  Some of our members who have shops in Kingsbridge have monitored this and we know from first hand evidence that we have a high turnover of vehicles throughout the day. We are also aware of a survey undertaken by Martin Whitlock that demonstrated that there has been little change in turnover of vehicles since the introduction of the Pay & Display system in Totnes, therefore we cannot see this as a key concern.
We cannot see the second explanation as a major issue, as the Enforcement Officers under the present system are doing an excellent job. Perhaps the reason is associated cost, in which case we would suggest, given the high opposition to Pay & Display meters within the town, that an alternative is found, such as the use of time discs, which have been very successful in other areas.
We have had long discussions with members of the Chamber of Commerce, local residents and residents from the outlying villages that use Kingsbridge. The overwhelming opinion is very much against the introduction of Pay & Display meters. In fact, a petition has already raised 2000 signatures in opposition.
As you are aware, the recession is causing major problems on our local high streets; indeed Kingsbridge has seen its share of shop closures. Reports from traders are that footfall is severely down this year compared to 12 months ago, 20% in January and the trend in February, so far, is similar. The recent bad weather saw shoppers taking advantage of free parking at the local Morrison’s supermarket, which put more pressure on the independent shops.  Tesco are due to build a supermarket this year, opening 2011 and this development is likely to reduce footfall again. If the Pay & Display On Street parking charges are implemented during this difficult time, it will add to the problems our high street shops are experiencing. 
We urge you to consider alternative options.

If you would like to contact me regarding this issue I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter in more detail with you. In the mean time I sincerely hope that the views and opinions stated here will be taken into account during your discussions of this high profile issue.
Yours sincerely,
David Hanmer

Chairman
Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce
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